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■or . , 

FISHING. 

H AIL ! geiflfc N^fls, leM yoWr tfd, 
Ye wlK>oiiEitetf^1>tofeltoVe^i*ated 

Have tasted pleasures ripe ; 
Describe Ae^iibjecte iff ydtit BHSii 
Point o*t yotMT Varied ha^piii^ii. 

Each sciene of Naid-life. 

Th&gt, ^PWyhyttinia, feftHe maid ! 
Who of title nine alo^^ not ssdid. 

To handle every theme ; 
Kindly assist the iidvtce bitrd. 
Pass not '^y stfpplitot ttidie^rd> 

BcitMp to j^lan liisiichemcf. 

A 
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The pleasitig solitary joys 

The calm retreat from civic noise. 

Of Angling, rich delight ! 
I sing ; the balm of care and grief. 
Dull melancholy's best relief. 

That ugly bird of night. 

Angling begins ivith early spring, 
When the gay huntsmen cease to ring 

Thro^ woods with cheering hound : 
When woodcocks leave this happy Isle, 
Traverse the seas with tedious toil. 

To seek their native ground. 

Concludes not 'till the ripened grain. 
Spreads its rich bounty o'er the plain. 

And to the sickle yields ; 
'Till the loud fluttering partridge rear 
To full-fledged covies their young care. 

The feather'd game of fields. 

But, rightly to relate each part. 
All the grand secrejts of this art. 

Lend thou,:kind muse, thy skills 
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Instruct me to unfold the whole. 
With ferlile thought inspire my soul, . 
And dictate to my quill. 

The various flies shall first diq>lay 
Their different dresses, neat and gay. 

With which they lure the trout ; 
Thar curio^8 history we'll unfold, . 
Relate what> beeu by record told. 

And trace their story out. 

Flies, by kind i nature were designed, . 
As food u^to the finny kind, 

Hence gradually appear ; 
Not idl atonce, in one month's s|iace. 
For so they'd cloy the scaly race, 

But thrcKnghout half the year. 

On different trees th^ mostly breed. 
On leaves and tender, buds they feed. 

The sun their common friend ; 
When he retreats they cease tafly. 
But, when he mounts the eastern sky. 

His summons they attend.. 
A 2 
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Hast thoijt e'er stra the iiigUMd trams^ 
Pouc fro» the hi^ upaor the plains, 

Adorn'd in vaped jdaid ? 
So on the streams, from lofty bowers. 
These insects stoop, in ciow£ng showmen. 

With ^narioiis cc^ows ciAd. 

Nor do they to the waters, fly. 
Purely ltd take the ^sb^ eje^ 

For trout a^^deatined prey. 
Their hunger quell'd upon the trees. 
The strei^iiis theb craving thfi^ afppMse 

Twice each re^wmng day^ 

But asinpnaldttd, tteougii tinrst ^rfgaio. 
Traverse ixh sYi^stW uiibound^ main> 

And: s(ebh>m thence retHun; 
So flies, to slake their thirst, repair, 
Do^^ ta thie sti«ai|is from midway air^ 

The streams eft prove their um. 

Full t^oetwehre liillingflieR there are, 
Whidh todeseribe shaft be my oai«,. 
Their shape, their di^ss, Itteir size : 
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H^ff Anglef 'S forai their every part. 
How from the hand of dexlroiis art. 
These mimie insects rise. 

Their times of watering, when they go 
From tops of trees to streams below. 

And when march ofTto feed : 
The seasons tob^ wlmi each takes place, 
That first allnres the £fmiy race. 

And then re^fet to breed. 

For an old arti«t, nmch renowned. 
For skill in Aiiglifig, lately found. 

That several flies give birth. 
To other flies of different fme ; 
And thtf^in various robes renew, 

Thisip fbrqier state on eiurth. 

Kidd natwe tliHS with tender care. 
Fresh dainties deigning to prepare^^ 

For the shy trout's nice taste : 
Or else from plundering man to guard. 
With vai^ food the scaly herd. 

By frequent changkg^asi. 
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The black and blae with Mwch comes in, 
Dubb'd with the fur of black dog's skin, 

And water rats blae down -, 
For wings snipe' hackles far excel. 
Blue silk its rib can miinic well. 

From some fair damsel's gown. 

This from the bramble claims its birth. 
The bramble humblest shrub on earth. 

Not so its dfl^ring fly ; 
For with the reddish brown it vies. 
And in its watery victories. 

Shares always equally. 

On the same line the reddish brown, 
T' allure with like success is known,' 

The destin'd trouts quick eye; 
Dubb'd with the reddest fox's side. 
And brown swine hair with madder dyed, 

A certain killing fly. 

The wings of mottled partridge tail 
Or woodcock's hackle never fail. 
With ribs of copper dye : 



Digitized by 



Google 



9 

Or with dark woodcock wings unite. 
Red ^ame cock hackle fed for fight, . 
Which naimic welt this fly. . , 

This reaches to the largest size 
Of any that arecalFd trout flies, 

To fern its being owes ; 
Is too a fly of hardy kind. 
And l^raves the cold or stormy wind, . 

Fierce hail or driving snow. 

The dark blae next brings up his corps> 
Presents his myriads in a sh6wer, . 

Array'd in gloomy hue : 
Dubbed with'the. house rats blaest h^ir. 
And dark snipeV hackles cull'd with care. 

With ribs. of darkest blue. 

Then the light blae adjoins the trains, 
And ample vengeance often gains. 

O'er trouts for lying waste. 
Her niimerous.corps ; the rats light blae, 
With ribs of light blue silk agree. 

To please the fish's taste. 
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With y^mgB fnm ffrey (oook) pibiifeir fvSNi, 
Or li^ sttipe' hackles »latfy c«tt'^ 

This ffy Itte fotei can UU 4 
Moves with the dark blae hand in hand. 
And thins th^ nttia'imis leoly hmi^ 

In March and Afitii. 

These from thestoedion^dsto^flMtr Urtl» 
And both ean tiotet ottHnsve ^fOMh^ 

When hak'd in ffciendship 4Mr ^ 
And though their season's m the springs 
Yel they boA seiTO Idth «a*dldhg; 

ThnaigMfuttli^ ^Adi^T'ii ye&r. 

For pd^r'rftil sqaadr ons fetiti'd we 9e6> 
Next ift tfafe tittin tft^ brbWn and blae. 

Come sailing on fh^ wihd ^ 
Of dark snipe wing and rat blae hair, 
With f<«'s ftta icxM^oin'dl With care, 

A killing fly in kirad. 

Ff Ofn dddfers this ks birtAi dfives ^kdm. 
Shrubs but of ihferidr faibe^ 
Is with the hate lug joined 1 
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.Tliesetwo areof ahacc^^^ 
And in their floats jQOBt ^es sujpas^i 
With; powerful force comjbm^d. 

The hare lug fly with motU'd corps. 
Downwards de3cead;s in thiqli^e^t showers^ 

To trouts a dreadful foe ; 
With wings of sivpe' and wild cat' skm 
Her hardy tribes the waters thij^. 

Bright yellow ribs these two. 

The hare lugs from the sloethom flips, 
Illustrious parents ! claim their rise. 

To trouts a fatal breed : 
And with the alder % come op. 
Somewhat before kind April's moon. 

And on the sloethorn feed. 

The dark brown next in course appears, 
ISior spring's severest weather fears, 

Its comrade the light brown ; 
With hare's face or the fox 'tis dress'd^ 
With hackles from the gorecock's breast, 

A copper rib its own. 

B 
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The light brown dressed with young hare*s face, 
A rib of yellow silk does grace. 

And mottl'd partridge' wing. 
Neither of these e*er fail to kill. 
Reign in the heart of April, 

And from the oak tree spring. 

At the same time widi speckl*d wings, 
Of partridge, the small copper springs. 

Of parentage unknown : 
(The reddish brown in miniature) 
And 'mongst the oak fty*s thickest shower. 

The trouts allure alone. 

On the same line in friendship's tie^ 
Must hang the following fatal fly. 

Its parents too concealed ; 
Brown wings, red hackles, body brown, 
And yellow ribs combined, o'er run 

With death the watery field. 

The black and red fly next take place. 
Sprung off the oak fly's royal race. 
Soft black dog's hair combin'd. 
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With red swine's down, and dark snipe* wings, 
A red silk rib : this early clings, 
Unto the oak tree rind. 

The black and yellow next, its mate, 
Draws up its trains in princely state. 

Sprung from the red and black : 
Soft black dog's fur, and hare's leg dyed 
Of yellow hue, adom'd with pride. 

Its rib jof yellow make. 

But, not to tire the reader's eye. 
With repetitions much too dry, 

Of dubbings various hue j 
Such kinds, as are already known. 
We'll barely hint at, and pass on 

To such as yet are new. 

Though first the various stains we'll tell^ 
And various furs that most excel 

In mixtures when they're dyed ; 
Swine's down, seal's fur, and soft n^oe's hair. 
Tame rabbit's skins, lamb's tails prepare. 

With hare's hind legs beside, 
B 2 
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Brown, yellow, blue, with purple bloom^ 
Copper and red conspire the doom 

Of many a fated trout ; 
With dunnish yellow, reddish brown. 
Orange, dark copper rarely known. 

Will make your cargo out. 

Biit let each various colour shine. 
And lei each various fur combine. 

The hard with softest hair ; 
That in your mixtures you may place. 
The soft ainong the hard with grace. 

Such as each tiy shall wear. 

The blae and dunnish yellow moves 
Next in tie train, from willow groves 

With plover's specfcl'd wings ; 
Blae rat, ;and yellow ribs prepare. 
With dunnish yellow tanner^s hair. 

These joined produce great things. 

*the copper fly next cuts a i)ash, 
^i^scended from the mountain ash, 
J^nd rail its wings supplies ; 
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Copper well mixM with purple hair. 
And orange rib His known to wear, 
A beauteous race of flies. 

This with the blae and yellow^s joined. 
On the same, floats in the wind. 

Performs its office well : 
These with the former pair come on. 
The streams relentless over run. 

At th* end of ApriF. 

The palm fly ushers in sweet May, 
Sprung from the sallow buds they say, 

From which it takes its name ; 
With white hair from the weezel's breast^ 
With plover^s wing and yellow dress'd, 

And ribs form'd of the same. 

At the same time the orange springs, 
Deck'd with th^ drake's white mottl'd wings. 

And joins in friendship's tie ; 
Dark copper mix'd with orange hair. 
And orange ribs 'tis known to wear. 

And stoops from elms on high. 
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The primrose near the end of May, 
With troops bedeck'd in garments gay. 

Is from the primrose sprung : 
Bright yellow ribs, with yellow hair. 
And yellow mottUd drake prepare 

Robes for the gay and young. 

Hast thou ne'er seen in swampy ground, 
A field with yellow garlands crown'd. 

Composed of golden flowers? 
So with these flies adom'd I've seen. 
Sweet Eden's streams (two woods between) 

In beauteous yellow showers. 

The black fly next, that first takes life. 
And feeds on hawthorn, falls down ripe. 

In showers the streams along : 
Blue ribs and black dog's hair apply. 
With blackbird's wings ; 'gainst trouts who's fly 

Draws up her negro throng. 

Thus 'gainst his foes the Prussian drew 
His body guard, the valiant few * 
Who'd fight to latest breath : 
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Who, through the field to spread dismay. 
Were clad in solemn black array. 
The regiment of death. 

The black midge next with nimble pace 
And cocking wings, a dwindled race ! 

Does oft relentless kill : 
Sprung from the black fly's sooty breed 
And formed like her, by some's decreed. 

To be the witch of Till. 

Then next the sand fly, wond'rous kind. 
In its right season you may find. 

Crawling on beds of sand , 
Light blue and black this fly adorn. 
Blue ribs and dark snipe' wings are worn. 

Of flies a curious band. 

This is a long small bodied fly. 
Its wings close to the body lie. 

And cross the deep it dives : 
With the black midge it comes on near, 
• (Of May who both draw up the rear,) 
Cuts short the trouts' swee^ lives. 
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The holm fly next with varied grace. 
And dark snipe' wings in June takes place. 

Like destiny destroys ; 
Red ribs, with black and blae, and red^ 
Adonti thii^ fly on holm trees bred, 

That thins the river's joys. 

The cream fly next adorns the ti:ain. 
And from the ash tree stoops amain. 

With yellow ribs around; 
With light fox hair and squirrel's breast. 
Light sterling or thrush wiqgs 'tis dress'd. 

At the end of June is found. 

The orange with her gaudy trains. 
Sprung from the cow plats on the plains. 

Next ushers in July : 
With ribs and hair of orange hue. 
Its showers are pompous to the view. 

Rail feathers wing this fly. 

And last the ant fly's quaker garb, 
Eraplys the hook's well pointed barb. 
With many a struggling trout : 
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Dark copper, orange, purple Kght, 
Bail wing9, and orange ribs unite. 
This makefs the number out. 

This forms the rear and ends July, 
And is the industrious ant tum'd fljr. 

Her state relaxed from care : 
Like her its shape is short uneven, 
'Tis us'd, alike the former seven. 

Alone on single hair. 

Hast thou ne'er seen from off the stage. 
Actors retired, again engage. 

In the same scenes and place ? 
Just so, though disappear-d atnl gone, 
Return the gentle streams upon. 

These insects* varied rate- 
Not that they all return again, 
Only the dght first flies step in. 

To bid a last adieu : 
'Mong which the hackles brown and blaes. 
With yellow ribs, the earliest please^ 

Of all the farewell few. 
C 
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Besides the^ ilies^ the art of maB, 
Has join'd to this destructive plan^ 

Many an artful snare : 
'Mong which the golden maggots shine. 
With which you use the longest line 

And fish with single hair. 

These reign in June, July, and May, 
With magic art the trouts betray, 

When streams are very low ; 
Are got from carrion struck with flies. 
Which best in some moist comer lies. 

By which they largest grow. 

From the domestic hen remove. 
The embryo earnest of her love. 

The promise of her brood ; 
Eggs in the boiling caldron's heat. 
By more than native fire concrete. 

Will prove their proper food. 

First feed your maggots clean with bran. 
The largest of the crawling clan. 
Then bid your yolks in day j 
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Develop'd frmn their gummy cell, 
Stript of ibeir beauteous shapen shell. 
Their yellow heels- £i^ay. 

Crush the gold orb Boidnmice it small. 
Let fair cUvision Teach them aB, 

A wide mouth'd phial chuse ; 
With hungry water's fragrant wave. 
The lucid vessel's inside lave. 

Here your new tenants house* 

TlMBCiidimdlto^ pre|P^r*d, your crew 
Soon wear the beauteous golden hue. 

The yellow yolk's gay shade : 
But sootii they loose their reptile state» 
High diet spurs their alter'd fate. 

In stiffen'd vest array 'd. 

Maggots when Edaa's tide is low. 
When his meak streams laborious flow, 

• With interrupted course ; 
Fix'd to the barb of a bteeilyi 
With skill unerring you may tiy^ 
Good fortune's certain source ! 
c 2 
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This scbem^^ for so r^irfete ifi :skill. 
With vnrioua iWt&, you'H mkniorvn^ . 

With buck'-^iQ thiak: md new ; 
Or, to the end of a black fly, 
A oattoh ma^igot neat' apply, 

A s^iteme 6ttt'dQnei>y few. 

The cod 4>ait it^xt; alloiiiig -wet. 
Found in a husk 'Sinteriok^ part. 

In aoy brook or rill .; 
Spreads dire dismay through every stream. 
For d:iumerousr ^^onquerts^ ampie liteooe ! 

W^ll^ftowing how fo.kilL 
' ./ 
N^ct under atones : in streams you'U Imd, 
The pa{^$ot of theiMay 6y kind. 

An ugly ^ ei^c^ifng ba^^ ^ 
These and the cod bait you may try. 
Or like % ji>ir(u[ding or h fly, 

.And like! Attccesr^eominand. 

But^ like a. ^ when theseyou use, . . 
Beneath e^ woodcock's wing you^ll chuse. 
Light buokJes that ;afe large; 
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And for^ihi cbd bftit nnfttl'd'drake, 
Qr noitlM teal that's light will take. 
Alike this finfiyefaarge. 

The May fly ne^t, from creepers spiun^, 
Leads up her vast gigantic thfong. 

From beds of tumbling stone ; 
For this with dll th^tr art, mankind, 
A mimic proxy ne'er Could find. 

This reigns in M^ and June. 

These, dr likeferanlingi^or like fly. 
You may with like success apply. 

To take the scaly tribe ; 
The orange blae tod y^ow jdin'd. 
And creeper's swings, with skill <;dmhin'd. 

Nearly this^fiy -describe. 

The pair of palmer flies we^Ushew, 
The first a body black does know. 

Which silver ribs adorn ; 
About the cod bait's size 'tis found. 
And e'er with hackles brown around, 

Dark woodcock wings are worn. 
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The next gold ribs and body brown^ 
The lightest woodcock's wings her own. 

Must black cock hackle wear ; 
Then after turbid floods succeed. 
Destruction thin the scaly breed, 

A fatal killing pair. 

Another fly, the restless skill 

Of man has found, the trouts to kill. 

The insect-owl of night : 
The bus^rd, call'd a large white moth. 
Though sQtne are white and yellow both. 

Of trouts the evil spright. 

Alone of all the winged race. 
Unusual shades this insect grace. 

She has no peer beside ; 
For underneath her wings you see, 
A colour darker in degree. 

Than on the upper side. 

White and deep yellow hair combined. 
Or white and orange neatly joined. 
To mottl'd wings of drake ; 
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Or guinei^ feathers dark or light. 
Black bodiesy silver ribs unite. 
The bastard ily will make. 

This in July, or June^ or May, 

Rules o'er the streams with boundless sway. 

Spreads wide tremendous fate : 
When sol in ocean hides his head. 
Then you 'gin deal destruction dread. 

Nor end till midnight late. 

But as the waters are in size. 

So should in greatness be these flies. 

Adapted to the place : 
For Tweed you use a branling hook, 
Though here two sizes less have took. 

Sweet Eden's watery race. 

But e'en in Eden, when you try 

In the deep pools, with this night fly. 

The branling hook you use : 
And as the wsUers shallower ar^, 
A smaller hook adapt with care. 

And finer tackle chuse. 
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In still deep rirerft y<m must tpy> 
By bobbing with a well si2*d flgr, 

Close by the raulted brae; 
Or o*er a bush, whose hollow root. 
Is rarely a large fin witiiout, ' 

Here they securely stray. 

Or in still burns this art you tt9e> 
Whose muddy wave» the light refuse. 

Whose streams are thinly sown; 
These are a large black, or brown, or blae. 
Well bush'd with hackles like the bee. 

Your toils with sport will crown. 

The minew trolling next takes place. 
The minew deckM with silver grace, 

A trout destroying bait : 
Of these the evening before. 
Lay in a full sufficient store. 

And fish till midnight late. 

Tis troird or up or down the ^reami 
As to the angler right shall seem. 
Though cross the stream is best -, 
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I« sumirier/ '^li to trtTl 4t seveft, 
Nor ddd ubtil th^ hour eleveti ' 

Has htiiVi an ^arth to rert: 

The trouts upoti Ae minnow pfey^ 
In spring and anturhn all the day, ^ 

The time for trolling right ; 
Bftt in July, dr M^y, or Jnh^, 
When «ti*eamsttre shallow, pr^ alone 

On minnow in' the night. 

In eddies loo, wheti the stream^s course ' 
Bends downwards, mth resistlesii force. 

And its white waves flow high i 
Then, i44th th6 feinndw fdd may tnAi, 
And the Uirge plamn^ef skrwly f^i 

Thegraveley bott«%h high. 

Fojr i» H flood th^ trouts retire, ' 
The river^s edges always nighfer, - 

T' avoid its rapid sway : 
And iiear the bottom feed about. 
For from their lodge the fldod turns out ' 

Tt^t worMs Mid* other's prey ^ 

D 
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Hence, when fall'D low etch swol'n pc^ 
The trouts are what we call flood full, ^ 

And gOTg'd with plenteous food : 
Which in the eddies best they find. 
And calmer sides, as left behind. 

The headlong flowing flood. 

Thu^, after storms large crowds we ?ieW, 
FormM of the plundering fisber crew, 

A mercenary swarm. 
Watching the wreck's dispersing store, 
Toss'd by the tides upon the shore ; 

Themsdves secure frcmi harm. 

TheminnoW) when the river's fraught 
With waves, is rarely to be caught. 

And shy to take the bait : 
Fed with the dainties of the flood. 
Dried herring skins are UfieHefore good. 

Tills lure 1U> imitate. 

For this a long shank'd hook you cImb^' 
And sheep's wool for the stuffing use, r 
Whi^h forms die sijze and shape ; 
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Botttid this you lap a double eoae/ 
From herring's heWy cut alone^ 
The mionow's exact ape« 

Or let your salted minnows lie 

In heapst that they may slowly diy» 

They'll serve as bait a week : 
They serve m floods to troU for-trout^ 
Nor these should, anglers be witbout^ 

Or have thetn then to seek. - 
.lit .1 ■' . 

Or when the minnow's not at hand^ 
Such eels as fisher'^ catch in sand» 

1 o take the tribe marine ; 
(The^Uver sand eel call'd^) proenr^ 
And thps a{>ply«th' irout t* alture>* 

When piacb*d wkh ^Mn^aE* nin. 

As the stream!s deep or shallow, chuse 
The largest of your stock, or thc^ 

That are of smallest size ; 
Se^er the head, to which apply 
J^ proper length of tail, which tfy, 

'Twill take the scaly prize. 
D 9 



Digitized by 



Google 



Next in^uljfj.^r Jupe^ OrMay', r I 
Xl^ branluag wUl thelir#uts^ b^trajr. 

And qMickly 6H ;g^wxt(^U - 
When every stream is very low. 
Ami the we{(k wave eaasdaKrely flQ#,.0 

Xte trwi^ke^ h«i»ger^l^ i^ 

TheiijilHsei ttie d^ing il>tift d^g^tbay » 
Dart^j^#n^sei2e,t|M?ire|Hiik|ir^f . / 

Toa.)^fiiideiit the.mftrei 
For use such tackle as is fine> 
Al^ employ tbeWngart Hne^ > 

An^.fidi with siagie htiifi 

Or up^Die 9fere$mi» or down, or crons^ ^ 
The an^gli^r knay (bis bianliiig toss^ 

Thottg^ up twe mostly throw ; 
Because if streams are now so clear^ 
T)i%$.KQU most to liiefish appear^ 

Jf^li ^uMl tossbelow* ^ 

For up the Btreasi ltti^tr0H|;'s llje^ lil6ii» ' 

That he may watch iheAoja^mg^^ ^ 

As d0wn the Yearns tliey flour s 
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Tborcfcire %v6ii to )ettb«m sm * • 
Yoar B)e«r approach) )«t they should tiae. 
And Urisely sbun^their foe* 

Yonrbranlmg'will, when troU'd about^. 
Like mipncm lake the hungry Ifoul^ 

And catch bis watchful eye ; 
For trolling nuakes^the worm appe«ir 
To great advantage^ in^ the clear 

Bright waters, ivhere they He. 

These, when Ihe stars no longer sbinei 
With first Aurora us^ till nino» 

Resume your rod at four ; 
Your > sport puitue till far from fiight^ 
The sun r etir'd bids sable nigh^ l^ 

With ail her darkMSS^l<Mrer«. * 

At brightest noon beneath tke shades * 
The pimtingtrouts areoftei^ laid^ ^ 

Half covered by the stream j 
Seq^sterM from^ the-^orching heat. 
There you tnay use your reptile bait. 

And make' your ^u»ep toam* 
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When in tto sbade& yoti Mirgm Wty^ : 
Aod yield ibe.uibblii«g trout luU play^^ . 

Whene'ei: you fe^\ him bite j 
But upwards when your line you throw, 
And down the stresm it moves on slow, 
^Strike when it stops, bdd light ! 

Whei:^'er the brftuUng you would try. 
With single hair, long Hue, like %» 

The wheel you will not need ; 
Fish with a rod, not wondVous fine, 
WitboW a wlieel, or else y oui line 

Will ^ougb the ring^ recede* 

The white and red worms n»t take place. 
The w^it^ cm. boast a copper gra^^ . 

The jed a roay bloom. 
When nicely scourM ^ these nobly serre^ 
AslxAb^tb^r colour will preserve, \ 

Aqddeal to trouts their doom* 

li .. . 
Fresh ippss, to scour yo«r worms ycNp use. 
Which from the mossie mooirf^ ypu fih^Mi 
Either the fed. or *^iMtft>. ..: 
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Or 9QCh ^ grows 'tnonj^ shady trees^ 
But which soe'er you use, you squeeze- - 
The water from il quite. 

Ripe salmon raw the trout will lure^ 
Which with a little salt you cure, '- 

But be it gently dried : 
From the full salmon take your spawh^ 
This cross the stream like minnow's drawn. 

Or Kke the branling tried. 

More schemes are by ignoble men 
Much us'd, beueath the poet's pen. 

Fit for the poaching tribe ; 
But rather cease to flow, my muse. 
Than stoop such abject themes to chnse;,- 

Or such mean arts describe* 

These like the lurking thief betray. 
Fly like the owl from honest day, "•' 

And hide themselves at night ; 
In darkest night these best succeed. 
The g^oom adapted to the deed> 

And d^u£k at dawning light, 
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Though some there are, that boldly dare, 
Like highwaymen, in day appear, 

But like them lie conceal'd. 
From honest eyes and ne'er shew face, 
Till opportunity and place, 

A friendly covert yield. 

B ut 'first we'll memorandums^ ihake, 
Belfore we leave the tront and take 

A farewdHast survey ; 
For we have now with care enroU'd 
All the grand arts, that sportsmen hold. 

As honest as the day. 

That trouts in tiifferent seasons feed. 
At different times by alPs agreed ; 

Which rightly not to know. 
Is, as without th' illumined spark. 
Of lamp, to grope amidst the dark. 

The road where you're to go. 

Ill early springs they orily rise. 
Between elieven and two at ffies, 
When sol the riv^r warms ; 
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Then thro' ^k;h stream, with bubbling noise 
And eager search, the trout enjoys 
The flies' descending swarms. 

In later spring they 'gin t' appear 
'Bout nine, the water's surface near. 

To watch the dropping fly ; 
For then with eager search they crave. 
This fav'rite food in midway wave. 

Which thence they quickest 'spy. 

Between eleven and, twelve they sound 
A general retreat around. 

And to their hold retire ; 
Nor can the mimic fly destroy, ^ 
Or e'er the station'd trout decoy,. 

Until the time expire. 

Then about two they 'gin. to play. 
And wanton round in search of prey. 

Make the still river crawl : 
As when a shower of heavy rain. 
Spoils th' smooth water's glassy plaip. 

That yields unto its.f^IL 
£ 
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At I»ti|tth «ttehr fiieiktig tkti64l ^^n 
And ends tt Uttte itfter f6«r^ 

When ^6^ tb r(mt t^ttmk ; 
But as the spring rolls on 'tis longer. 
When sol itaotes higher, ili^s "sxt stttmght, 

'Gite soonier and ends late. 

Agahi kt summer tetoiflte they riSi^, 
Right ^rly in the liiorh «; flie^. 

Or tafce the t^tile ^tey : 
In the cool mom at three begin, 
Niir end till imie or ten 1>et*irefti, 

According to Iftte day. 

And then again at five, ttitey take 
The lure, not to their station tns^e 

Till near elef^^n at night; 
But change of weather may cut short. 
Or may prolong the ti*ie for sport. 

Which trial tells j^u right. 

Eden for evfer will abotmd 
In trorit, if on its banks are fbund. 
Large wcfods the fliestb.hreed ; 
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Large woa4s to check the fi^er-s %}fjXL, 
In woods for who can $sh at wilU 
Qr as m plsuns siiQcee4* 

Saor ^ght we^ks beyond the re^t^ 
The year-<^ld treats will stand the t»^ 

Of autumn's pinching cold ; 
For these frqnfi spawning yet are clear. 
Enjoy in ample health this y^r^ 

As we're by record td^* 

When the win4*s high, rough flies you chuse. 
When the day's calm the smooth ow's use. 

Each, in such weather best 3 
When the day's pl^ar ^ darker fly^ 
When dark, a li|;bter one yQ^ try^ 

Let thus eaqh kind b^ dr^^'dt 

Of the same i^rt, on$ doz^n fljes^ 
Will serve th' adventurer that trie? 

His fortune for the day : 
Three rough, three smooth, three darl^, three light. 
But when two differept flies ai^e xi^H^ 

Two 4ozen take away. 
E 2 
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TVust not in spring to single hair. 
But rather for your fly prepare. 

Three that are small and round ; 
For oft the kipper salmon take 
Trout fly, and *mong them havock hiake, 

Then in the streams abound. 

The waters now are not so clear. 
As to require a single hair. 

But tackle strong and good : 
For, at this season, largest trout 
Leave the deep pools, and roam about , 

Through streams, in search of food. 

In spring the gentlest streams you seek. 
For then the trouts are always weak, 

And hither all resort ; 
Or at the foot of one that's strong. 
The feeble trouts will often throng. 

And these aflbrd much sport. 

But in the summer when they're strong, 
^Tis e'er the briskest streams along. 
Where the wave boils up high : 
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In the deep torrent's rugged course. 
Where it rolls on with boisterous force. 
There will the largest lie. 

Fish not in pools, but when the wind 
Its deep impressions leaves behind. 

And makes their waves roll high : 
Which, if but calm and slightly hurls 
The heavy wave along in curls. 

Then lightly drop your fly. 

To every fly make cocking wings. 
Except what from the sand bed springs, 

Whojse wings lie flat along : 
For this ne'er mounts in air, but dives 
Across the deep for sport, and lives 

The sandy shores among. 

This rule, in trout flies be your guide. 
From nature's footsteps never slide. 

But follow close her track ; 
Revers'd in salmon flies your skilt 
Nature unites with art at will. 

Just as the fish will take. 
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The parts th^ form the shape aod siw 
Of all the d^fl^rent sorts of flies> 

That lu^e the cautious trout. 
Are first the ribs, the wings, the head. 
Which to a proper body wed. 

The tail will do without 

Upwards not far, and cross the-stream. 
Your trout fly throw, and let it swim 

Downwards, ^nd cross a^in i 
For the right natural-fly that takes. 
Hops never near the edge, but mallei 
. Adown tjie watery plaiu^ 

Kind iqiturf t^^iis with tender care^ 
Thro^rs mpre within his reach such fare, 

As the shy trout approves : 
And not to cloy his subtile fast. 
Aside the cheap neglected rest, 

Froffi hh uice eye removes. 

The fly whose season's gone, oft pours 
Upon the streams in crowding showers. 
Which not a trout will own ; 



Digitized by 



Google 



41 

Bttt then miAi cdrrious watchfdl^ye, 
You'Jl find amongst them some new Ay, 
That will your labours crowti. 

Quicldy successive different iK«s, 
In a warm season will surprize. 

The angler unprepared; 
For when the sprhig's cold ripping bree2e. 
Snubs their first budding panent trees. 

It chedcB the insect herd. 

Some kinds among the wsM^r flies 
There are, Bt- which the trovHsneW rise. 

Which here we sha'nt describe ; 
Kind nature Huis with bounteous will. 
Blinding mankind, lest they «hodld kill 

Too much the scaly tribe. 

In seetfion right each hardy fly. 
The angler's creel will best supply. 

When north or east winds blow : 
For be the weather what it wflli 
The proper hardy fly will kill 

When streams tire free from snow^ 
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When in strong stresuns where largetrouts lie. 
You fish, there briskly play your fly. 

At which they boldly bound ; 
So furious at the pitfali*s bait. 
The lion springs, but finds too l^tc^ 

His prison in the ground. 

But when for trouts of smaller, size 
You try, then slowly play your flies <: 

The gentle streams along ; 
As Fabius, by delays brought low, 
Reduced to total overthrow. 

The Carthaginian throng. 

A hollow brae, or large tree root. 
Or tumbling stones, are rare without 

Trouts of the largest sjze : 
When drought each stream has dwindl'd low. 
There lightly your clear branling throw. 

Thence hawl the scaly prize. 

Then a long shallow stony pool. 
With some few deeps, is mostly full 
Of trouts, from streams retir'd ; 
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H«pe vitk the brahfin^ jroa will fiadi 
When briskly blows the upland wiiid^ 
Frei^ (^<M[ttill yon are tit'd. 

Suclv streams as liaire a grarel bed) 
Are gentle and are aihply clad 

With tumbling stones all o'er; 
These both m springs and if they're deep, 
In sammar too^ are sure to keep 

Of trout a plefiteoois store. 

Let tro»t-fly dubbing always be 
Compos'd as colour* right agree^ 

Of short and thickly hair : 
With shorter soft hair close combra'd, 
The colours as required well join'd. 

Which you before pr^are. 

Below a stream and oft above, 

A straggling stone by torrefuts drove. 

Presents a curl below : 
There or the branling, or the fly. 
As you shall either fchuse to try. 

You may with success throw* 

F 
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Still many fine spun schemes there am. 
To take the river's finny care, 

'Mong which the midges shine ; 
But when these dwarfs of nature reign, 
The maggot or the branling then 

Will best employ your line. 

The salmon next my pen employs. 
Source of the grand tumultuous joys. 

That none but anglers know: 
For him the various flies we'll tell 
The various lures that most excd. 

Spread death where e'er they go. 

Salmon with early spring come in, 
In their ripe season first begin. 

When the hills cast their snow : 
When genial rains from frost severe. 
And chilling snow the rivers clear, 

And bid the green herb grow^ 

Their season ends, when the gay mead 
Beneath the mower's scythe 'gins shed 
Her grassy honors due : 
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When rich July adorns, the face 
Of pregnant earth, in noblest grace. 
Each annual review. 

Nature's attentive care you'll fincj* 
Alike to trout and salmon kind^ 

In granting various food; 
The less confin'd is mimic art. 
Here apes not nature's every part. 

Nor follows close her road. 

The angler for the salmon tries, 
A larger gaudier race of flies 

Than those to trout asbign'd : 
Their ampler size a fuller fare. 
Requiring and more beauteous cire 

Of nature ever kind. 

Bees, wasps, and larger humble bees. 
Hornets and moths, and beetles please. 

The salmon's greedy eye : 
At hsdry worms and butterflies, 
Of every kind they'll also rise. 

And at the dmgon fly. 
F 2 
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But first the skin flka (ma^ter-^iece 
Of art !) your rod and liae release> 

From long in€icti?e ?est : 
This is the infant salmon fry^ 
Which like a mhmow you mui* try^ 

*Mopg fires tbe first and best. 

This like the miniiow's mimi^ v^dke 
With short sitlm^ wings of mottl'd dndke^ 

Which for its 6t%B serve well: 
Or, from the haddock's back the skins 
Of sable hiie, shape like a fin> 

It will not fail i* e:^cel. 

Next to this fly dependance place^ 
On the large humble bee*s gay race. 

The salmon's dreadful foe : 
With these you always will succeed. 
When from the itoud your streams are freed. 

And when the diver's low. 

For when the river's de^ and whife, 
The gaudiest colouns then unite, . 
And fron^ the largest fliei^ • 
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Always observe the stream the day. 
When light make dark, when dark md^e gay, 
When deep enlarge tlieir size. 

But here, bdbre we &rther go. 
The many different parts we'll shew^ 

That form the salmon fly 3 
Lest the folkid notice to3 in vain. 
Unravel all his flies again. 

And fruitless methods ity. 

The single body, wings and head. 
To hackles and a tail tight vired. 

One sort of fly compose ; 
Or double body rightly grac'd. 
With hackles 'tween the ribs wdl |)Iac'd> 

Their viriQUs textwe diews. 

But in the latter sort ne- ^r fail. 
To make the body next the tail. 

Much smaller than the other; 
Unless it be in gaudiest fli^s. 
Then it may lieaiiy reach the size 

Of th' above elder bj^other. 
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Always as darker grow your flies, 
$0 let the second body's size> 

Accordingly decrease ; 
Shorter and shorter let it bf. 
Till in the flies of least degree. 

In a mere tail it cease. 

And when your flies are very smaU^ 
Remove bright ribs, gay colours all, . 

Unless their tail t' adorn : 
For in all salmon flies we find. 
And most the humble bee's gay kind. 

That tails are ever wx)m. 

A^in your apparatus here. 
Shall in its order all appear ; 

This must be cuU'd with skill : 
Before the various parts you join, 
Or rude materials combine. 

The scaly clans to kill. 

For wings dark mottlM drake ne'er fail. 
Or tame or wild, and turkey tail. 

That's slightly tipp'd with white ; 
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Or turkey widely ribb'd with brown. 
And buzzard red with guinea crown. 
The feather'd cargo quite. 

Then a large stock of black dog hair. 
With hackles from the cock prepare, 

White, red, and brown, and black : 
With seal hair yellow dyed and blue. 
Orange and red, and every hue. 

That salmon eager take. 

And first in early spring yoU try. 
When the stream's deep, a gaudy fly. 

One of the largest size : 
Of which with care we'll ten describe. 
Of salmon flies the largest tribe. 

At which they eager rise* 

On the same hook an equal share 
Of black and orange you prepare. 

To form this double fly : 
The black a hackle black will crown. 
The orange best a hackle brown, 

A yellow tail apply. 
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Brown tuirkej wings full tipp'd wttli whiter 
And yellow shoulders last unite. 

With hackle black combin'd : 
Or let the yellow shoulder be 
Grounded with black, 'twill right agree> 

To form this fly you'll find. 

A large black body next is 'worn. 
With hackles black gold ribs adorn^ 

Black turkey tipp'd with white ; 
One third its length of orange hue, 
Hackl'd with brown, and yellow true. 

Its tail will form aright. 

Black Imckle, body large and black. 
To which one third its length you make, 

A yellow dress'd with brown 
Hackle, to which black turkey wing. 
That's slightly tipp'd with white in spring. 

The angler's toils will crown. 

Alike siz'd bodies black and brown. 
The last a hackle brown is known. 
The first a black t' adorn : 
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To which 8 yellow tail you join. 
It serves when streams though deep are fine^ 
Red buzzard wings are worn. 

The following six black bodies large. 
With hackles black, the scaly charge. 

With equal art expose ; 
Their orange halves and yellow crown. 
Always with dyed cock hackle brown. 

Which we'll describe no more. 

The first gold ribs, dark mottl'd drake, 
To which one fourth of yellow make, 

A yellow tail unite ; 
The next one fourth of orange bears. 
Brown turkey wings it also wears. 

That's tipp'd with black and white. 

The next gold rib with turkey black. 

That's tipp'd with white, the white root make. 

One fourth of yellow join : 
The next black turkey tippM with white. 
To which a yellow fifth unite. 

And orange tail combine. 
G 
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The next a fifth of yellow shews. 

Black turkey tipp'd with white compose. 

Its fatal killing wing : 
Then ribs of gold, dark wings of drake. 
To which an orange fifth will make, 

A killing fly in spring. 

Ten middle salmon flies take place. 
And with less pomp, more modest grace. 

In later spring appear; 
Apply the hackles as before. 
Of which we'll make no mention more. 

Recital dulls the ear! 

Large bodies black the following four 
Have, with black hackle covered o'er. 

Of which no notice here : 
First yellow third, and yellow tail. 
Brown turkey tipp'd with white ne'er fail 

To make its worth appear. 

Next black and brown fleck'd turkey shew, 
With yellow third a powerful foe. 
Round orange tail adjoin'd ; 
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Then turkey fleck'd with black and brown. 
Which with a yellow fourth will crown. 
The angler's toils he'll find. 

Round orange tail one fourth the same. 
Without a hackle spreads her fame. 

Dark wings of drake prevail : 
The following three have bodies black. 
The first dark wings of mottVd drake. 

Of orange a round tail. 

The next dark mottl'd drake wings grace. 
Whereon round yellow tail you place. 

No double bodies here ; 
The last with yellow tail that's round, 
Who3e mottl'd drake wings often sound 

Stem death's approach too near. 

Black body next with hackle brown, 
A gaudy orange tail her own. 

Her wings of teal ne'er fail : 
Then body brown and hackle black. 
Of turkey black and brown wings make^ 

Conclude with yellow tail. 
G 2 
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Jjt^t yellow body hackle blacky 
Round tail of gandy orange va^e^ 

Black tarkey tipp'd 'with white : 
And now small salmon flies take place^ 
Of which the parts of fotir we'll trace. 

And end th^ sahnon flights 

Brown hackle, body black will take. 
With orange itail^ dark mottFd drak^. 

Such as fdr gilse the hook : 
Brown body, hackle black adjoin'd. 
Dark teal, rouikd Orange tail combined. 

Large salmon oft havie took. 

Black body, hackle black may grace. 
Round orange tail, the next in place. 

Dark mottl'd wings of drake ; 
Then tipp'd with white black turkey*s worn. 
Black body hackles black adorn. 

Round yellow tail fbr't make. 

The humble bee's gay race excel 
All other flies, and atiswers well 
The angler's year around ; 
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Therefore in silence will we pass, . 
The flies of every other class> 

That pn the streams abound. 

For what's not needful shall not here. 
By long description interfere. 

To tire the reader's eye : 
We'll sach successful methods tell. 
In practice, as ne'er fail t* excel. 

The rest with hints pass by. 

As, with the minnow's silver grace. 
You try t' allure the trout's shy race. 

By trolling cross the stream : 
So, with a trout of smallest size^ 
The apgler for the salmon tries. 

For spprt an .^anple theme. 

Or failing this, the sand eel use, 
Which of the largest sort you chuse. 

Reduce to proper size : 
By taking from the midst a piece. 
For the two halves are join'd with ease. 

At this they'll eager rise. 
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When at the lure the salmon rise, 
Their plunge imprints a dread surprize. 

And strikes an awful fear ; 
Into a bulge the waters swell. 
And with a grumbling noise foretell, 

Th' approaching salmon near. 

They take their prey, then downwards turn. 
Just shew their tails, which lashing spurn 

The deep, as they descend : 
Such was the grumbling noise through air. 
When Pluto came to seize his fair. 

Bade earth in chasms rend. 

So Thetis rose to see her son. 
Before beleaguered Troy was won 5 

The waves in rising curls. 
The swelling surge bespoke her near. 
And when retiring clos'd the rear. 

With gulping eddying whirls. ' 

When the strong salmon e*er you raise. 
If you'd for dext'rous skill win praise, . 
Start not when he is near : 
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But let him take your fly and turn. 
Then sideways strike, in vain he'll spum. 
But upwards strike not e'er. 

In pleasant Eden you'll ne'er find. 
Good salmon fishing, but in wind. 

For here no streams are found : 
Unless when in the Weir is made, 
A breach by torrents level laid. 

And even with the ground. 

Then in its rapid streams you try. 
With trolling or the bumbee fly. 

Adapted to the stream : 
And as in Tweed use all your skill. 
Trying the likeliest parts at will. 

As right to you shall seem. 

Near Eden's mouth, where his streams join. 
And with the salt wave close combine. 

By the tide's boundless sway. 
In April, salmon will resort ; 
When the tide ebbs afford much sport. 

By late or early day. 
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Hooking, my pen must next employ. 
Sure source of variegated joy. 

When the day's cakn and bright : 
Then nicely search the salmon's hold. 
Which oft the rising bells unfold. 

And oft the fish in sight. 

Then must the waves be wonderous clear. 
Through which the silver fish appear. 

From far unto the eye :. 
Which if disturbed, and move away. 
Quickly retire, their flight they'll stay. 

Return again and lie. 

If afar off your salmon lie. 

Then to a shank that's long apply, 

A hook that's large and strong : 
Which, like a fly, with rod and wheel. 
And line when us'd, does often deal 

Death to the silver throng. 

And when you use the shank that's long. 
Be the end hoop'd to make it strong. 
There let a hole be made : 
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In this you fix your hook, whose stay 
Is not long there, but slides away» 
With the swift fish betrayed. 

But if they lie near hand, then chuse 
A short small hazel, which you use. 

Unto the hook well tied : 
This, when the fish is tir*d, will pop 
Above the circling wave its top. 

The humbler of his pride. 

Where e'er you chuse, you need not fail 
To hook, the fish, or in the tail. 

Or back, or fins, or head : 
But in the belly if he's caught. 
Or near the hearty your sport is nought. 

For then he'll soon be dead. 

If through his heart, with aukward hand. 
Your hook you draw, awhile he'll stand 

Stunn'd with the deadly blow : 
Then, like the lightning's rapid course^ 
Springs forward with resistless force^ 

But soon yields to his foe. 
H 
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In April, or the tnonth of May:, 

The salmoQ smelts with boundless suraiy. 

Possess the river round : 
When these have gain'd an ample size. 
Reached near the sea, then gaudy Hies 

To take them best are found. 

These within halfrjet-year become 

The well sizM gibe, though you'll find isome 

That floods haive left bdiind^ 
Ne'er reach the size of gilse, because 
Their spawning far out-stretch'd the laws 

Prescrib'd the salmon kind. 

These, when the floods come seldom down. 
In swarming multitudes are sown. 

Where dams the waves back turn : 
And, if 'tis long before they gain 
Their annual visit to the main, 

Ais whklings they return. 

The gilse, when salmon ^gin to spawn. 
And from th^ir silver hue are fall'n. 
To that of rasset brown : 
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The gilse in order then take pkce» 
About July, for silver grace. 

And beauteous shape well known. 

For these you use the sioalles^ size 
Of the three sorts of s^JoHm flies. 

But dress'd of gaudier hue : 
For which the salmon's largest kind 
Qf jQies, if mimic'd well, you'll find 

Give satisfaction due. 

For gilse, with minnow, or with trout 
Of smallest size, you troll about. 

In the streams n^id sway : 
Or with the sand-eel rightly prun'd. 
Your toil's reward will e'er be found, 

A bright appeiiring prey* 

The whitUngs in the streams resort. 
And more or less contribute sport. 

The angler's year around : 
These, when they're hook'd, formm^ny a ring 
Around you, and with action spring 

From out the river bound. 
H 2 
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Dressed on a branling hook will do. 
The salmon flies of every hue. 

That weVe above displayed ; 
These on the hook all fish excel. 
At the rich banquet bear the bell. 

To epicures conveyed. 

And last we'll mention once for all. 
That whether middle, great, or small. 

Flies you shall ever use: 
Or for the salmon strong, or else 
For whitling, or the silver gilse, 

The humble bee e*er chuse. 

Long practice has its merit proved, 
A fly by anglers well belov'd, 

Dread foe to salmon kind ! 
Though many other flies take place. 
That lure the salmon's silver race. 

But this the best we find. 

Next the voracious pyke takes place^ 
The greediest of the river's race. 
Wolf of the river height: 
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For him the various ilies we'll sheW, 
The various lures that best they know. 
And chiefly take their sight. 

For him these mimic flies you chuse. 
The duckling, goldfinch, or the mouse. 

Moth, frog, or butterfly : 
Or with the gaudiest wings combine 
Hackles, with various hues that shine. 

To which gay tails apply. 

All the young nestlings of each kind 
Of fowls, which on the banks you find. 

Of rivers, build and breed : 
' For oft, in winds wrought up, the air 
Dislodges their young tender care. 
On which pyke eager feed. 

For pyke the following wings you use. 
And to each fly, as you shall chuse. 

Adapt them with just skill : 
The ends of peacock, bittern, drake, 
Turkey and pheasant, hawk, and make 

A gaudy tail at will. 
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The tail of goldfinch or the jay. 
Green, blue, or red cock hackles gay. 

Or yellow answer right : 
Peacock, woodcock, or the rail, 
Gorecock, or pheasant, or the qnail. 

Or turkey tipp'd with white* 

The duckling's body yellow wool. 
Its back with small drake feathers ftil^ 

For wibgs light mottl'd drake : 
Its yellow belly mind leave bare. 
With a small drake set here and there^ 

The duckling fly will make. 

The mouse with hawk wide ribb'd with blue. 
For wings, its tail of sadder hue, 

FormM of a black and brown ; 
With double cone of mouse skin make 
Its body, which the pyke will take. 

With eager eye is known. 

Gudgeon and minnow too, like fly. 
Or trout, or sand-eel, yoa may try 5 
But when they take, give way : 
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And let them to their holds retreats 
There let tb^n all their plunder eat. 
Completely :gorge tJieir prey. 

Then from his hold the victim hawl. 
And, to his aid lest he should call 

The neighbouring roots around ; 
Keep a lock out with watchful eye. 
For he'll each likely effort try. 

E'er he bevanquish'd found. 

But would'st thou have thy bait last long, 
Uninjur'd by the biting throng ? 

Employ the river eel ; 
Which you must e'er divide in two. 
Whose strong tough skin of silver hue. 

Their bites will scarcely feel. 

For eels your numerous night lines lay^ 
When sol retreating hides the day. 

In clouds and sable night : 
For these strong tackle you prepare. 
Or wire or links of horses' hair. 

Which do not twist too tight. 
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But, lest the eager troat you take^ 
And 'mong their breeders hayock make,. 

Apply the following bait : 
Or limpets from some rocky shore^ 
Or silver sand-eels in large store, 

For eels a noble treat. 

And, when the sand-eel e'er you use. 
Those of the smallest size you chuse. 

And thus with skill prepare ; 
As 'tis in length so you divide. 
Or into three or four, beside^ 

The head not worth your care. 

Where Eden joins the briny flood. 
There flounders that delight in mud. 

Or sand to hide their head. 
In endless multitudes resort ; 
When flows the tide aflbrd much sport. 

If right your, lines are laid. 

Of these some adepts six employ. 
With each twelve hooks s and to decoy. 
The flounder sand-eels try j ^ 
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Of the small whiting thus prepw^d^ 
First split, then into inches shai^d, 
Eitl^r of which apply. 

And as the tide stitl higher flows^ 
Still higher the adventurer goes. 

And upwards briskly roves ^ 
For e'er the last is rightly laid. 
The first its proper time has statd^ 

Which higher he removes. 

But, with least labour, best reward. 
To full one hundred yards tie hard 

A buoy at each extreme ; 
Then hook and bait it well, and throw. 
When the rttde tide begins to flow. 

The whde into the stream. 

You will in southern rivers find. 
Instead of trout full many a kind. 

Inhabit their slow waves i 
These with their numbers ('mong the rest,) 
Oowd Isis, loveliest nymph and best f 

These with her weeds siie saves. 
I 
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^Af ong which the chub (for size the chktt) 
Beneath a bosh seeks dear relief 

From toil^ by sliq^h rest : 
Or at the tail of some high weed^ 
You'll often find him on his feedt 

For him the black {Ly's best 

The chub aflfords but litde play. 
And all his strength soon falls away. 

Though 't first he straggles hard : 
For you must keep him from the weed, 
Where heMl attempt to hide his head. 

And 'gainst his efforts ward. 

And next the barbel, cowardly fin ! 
Is sure to hide himself within 

Some hollow bracks rec^s : 
Thence may the diver hawl the spoil, 
Reward with multitudes his toil. 

And all his labours bless. 

The well arm'd perch you'll next allure. 
With worm, which in clean moss you sdour. 
With sheet lead next your hook ; 
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This tltrougfa the queuing weed yoa drop^ 
Upwards by turns and downwards p<^^ 
By which they're easiest took. 

Perch^ in black waters best you find. 
And ditches that are left behind 

The overflowing flood : ' 
There near the banks among the weed> ' 
This cowardly tribe securely feed 
: On worms or other food. . 

The dace> with black midge, next is.caiight. 
With which the Isis is full fraught. 

But chuse a windy day : 
No other fish will here take fly. 
Though you may still successful try^ 

Their o4her favorite prey. 

The roach you'll take with unbak'd bread. 
Or paste stain'd with. Vermillion red. 

The pea's near shape and size : 
This 'm9ng than will destruction make> 
And when Uiey're in the humour take 

The iHlver sealy. prize. 
I 2 
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■NflBtihe twril May ipriiner fpttcc» 
Cknftfas las wkh tor nonefoiis no^ 

Aad flMts tbe soffiKe Qcar s 
These with the maggot are allar'd. 
With JvrheataQ ^aoxtwadegg's jpolk oar^d^ 

The iHigQ;ot& best nfipear. 

But ivlKa Ayr iwub er fciagr rjoB 4iy^ 
Th' aMimig mori&iMui fiist ifpfy^ 

F<^ blajT ioMe . giau» y<m throw : 
For roach with clay combine y omr grains, 
TbiKs y«n iqie 6iaier attains, 

His fciaoiny lodge fadoiw. 

The rufFyoa take l&e perch with worm. 
This boasts the peroh's perfect fovm. 

But not its beaateousJHie : 
For in the muddiest pools 'tis found. 
And tal^es its colour Irom the ground. 

In taste esedt'd by few. 

In grav'Uy bottoms nesct yon try, 
(Here the nioe gudgeons always lie) 

With worms wdJ seoor'd with moss: 
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Your line miurt bave 4ibe plummet's vmght. 
By whioh you drag the reptile baitv 
The grav'lly bottom cross. 

Ifi Isisroe'er a trout they know/ 
Its sluggish waves to trouts a foe ; 

The pyke too here abouncl^ 
To trouts aa enemy; though here. 
The straggling trouts sometdme appear. 

From neighbouring ponds around. 

Here nature's care we plainly trace^ 
%e guards impartial euery race 

That haunts the rivers deep : 
Bids the gay trout seek safe resource. 
In the swift stream's resistless force. 

And there his station keep. 

Bids almost every other kind 
In the moist sluggish waters find. 

Secure desir'd retreat; 
There on the unmolested wefici. 
They lay their too defenceless seed, 

To trouts a tempting bait. 
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Bids the swift trout by instinct chiuet 
Lest her lov'd offspring she would loose^ 

Tlie gravel-bed's recess : 
There her ripe spawn she hides secure. 
Her well-fledg'd multitudes thence pour. 

And all her labours bless. 

For should not trouts their embryo hide. 
In the deep grav'lly bed's inside. 

The streams would wash't away : 
And should they haunt the sluggish wave. 
The other tribes would never save 

Their spawn, to trouts a prey. 

Salmon and trout alike conceal 
Their helpless spawn, lest it should fed 

Th' effects of hunger keen ; 
For both respectively will prey. 
On their own spawn if wash'd.away. 

And if by either seen. 

Hence in still ponds trouts never breed. 
Unable to preserve their seed. 
From each rapacious trout : 
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For here no grav'Uy beds are found. 
Being mostly form'd in clayey ground. 
Where soon the spawn's found out. 

All pyke arts have before been drawn. 
Except that when they go to spawn, . 

They bask the surface nigh : 
Then may the skilful marksman kill, 
The pyke with dexterous eye at will. 

When as asleep they lie. 

The cast net here gives ample sport. 
Where gathered fish in crowds resort. 

At many a place are us'd ; 
For, with the angle here and fly. 
With almost endless toil you try. 

Your patience quite abus'd. 

In rapid Swale though sown but thin, 
I've seen the burbot, curious fin ! 

The slipp'ry eel's compeer, 
like her in every thing but shape. 
These from the angler's arts escape. 

But the sly night lines fear* 
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The graylings too in Swale resort. 
Give to the angler plenteoos sport. 

If he right ifiies prepare : 
But in the H umber most abound^ 
From wbence another name they've foaad. 

And are the umber's there. 

The various tackle next we'll shew. 
Which every angler ought to know. 

To make his stock complete 9 
For he, who on another's skill 
Depends, wiH ne'er his quota kill. 

Nor compass wonders great. 

In the ox bladder's large recess. 
Hoard all your implements, that dresa 

Your flies, and every lure : 
Feathers and dubbings, hooks and hair. 
There they'll be preserv'd with care. 

Rude time's attadks addure* 

Round hairs for fishing always chuse. 
For flat ones stubbornly refuse. 
To join in friendship's tie : 
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And when us'd tlttk^, gfKfetb^ ^heftf 
Too mucft the ihryitail w*vib Mow, 
Unto thd ttotifs tike eye. 

To stain whi«e MiV ^ tnellfer t^te^ 
These tWaittgi'ediittits i^igtit agreei 

In just proportion join'd : 
litharge^ attd argftl two to one^ 
Smofifth iliarrble puiVeriz'd upfon;^ 

BjT boiling wtfU; combinU 

Y<mitta(}r ttt equal sh»^^ thete t^of 
Combine, wilfc ftill tw6 quarts^the/U do> 

Of water soft and clean ; 
This Alktiire'bi^il your hairs among; 
As yon shall ohd^i of shc^ or long. 

Or thesMi e!^reiAe^ be^een. 

Wheftrfi* thesidteoflyoii shdFtry, 
Either by trolling, or thei fly. 

Where braes qn either hand 
Prerem ycmi* latfdii% i^ a yard^ 
Of hd£zd a la^gef hook tie hard. 

To pliiefeyottr fii^ttrlatid. 
K 



Digitized by 



Google 



Td 

Thut too a landing net apply^ 
When for the cautious trout you try. 

Unto a shaft that's short: 
About the midst of which you bind 
A leather belt, which sling behind 

Your shoulder, when you sport 

Your angles e'er must painted be. 
Lest their light ccdotir fish i^ould see. 

And fly whene'er they move : 
Lest frequent damps the wood should taint. 
And rot the lapping, 'gainst which paint 
. A barrier sure will prove. 

Brown umbfer, vitriol- white, redhead. 
Which levigate apart> then wed ' 

With oil, and mi^ them well : 
This forms the first ; when ivory black, 
Red-lead,^ and vitriol* white, will make 

The second paint /excel. 

' ■ , ' ' ' ' ' 
Would you in mossy streams pursue 
Your sport ? white hairs of chesnut hue^ 
The walnut buds will stain : 
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Which as you'd light or dark prepare. 
In the boird mixture let your hair 
Or short or long remain. 

Last, if for skill you'd raise your name, 
And wish to be enrolled by feme, 

A matchless artist height : 
Let the true angle be your care. 
For with bad rods you'll poorly fare. 

That do not spring aright. 

For this our natire holm tree use. 
Which free from knots be sure to chuse, 

A thing not easy found : 
In quarter cleft this must be sawn. 
And then together closely drawn. 

With cordage all anmnd. 

When thus its laid a year, reduce 
The whole to planks, that it to use 

The sooner be prepared : 
Another year will season quite. 
And bring your planks to temper right. 

When they may all be squar'd. 
K 2 
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Let ;ro«r ,4^oIro J>lwk« «<l»p*f4 l^t, 
RespectivHy to each 4figre^ 

Of thickness, ^ d(?f i^!4 ; 
Whether for branling or the fly. 
Or frr >bp g»I«e pr wrhirtiijg ftry. 

Or Ipr Jjh© fqiipQp kind- 

Or quarter ao^ lialf, ,9r batf aJ(Wie^ 
And 'tjyeepJthe H^ AOd ,q*artjar,|^|M5, 

Or e'en a ^ua^r fUv^, 
Or the whole inch ; though whep hut green 
Your hoUy, c^t the ipi^h betw^fin. 

When jin inch pl^ or aqiwe you'd sapv, 
A two i|^ liw yop first must 4raw, 

Which ^fter opt bet\i;^w ; 
And thus divide^ letting each end 
Differ m thict^nesg, for which ta«d 

Ygwr line /ro|n ^ tl?e mewu 

When all ypyr a^^ar^iW^ rij>^ for |ise^ 
The lar|[est int9 small re^Hcp, 

As each your rods sh^; pegd 5 
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Square out <he whoie wijlfc jsttrtteet ;arfc 
That to iwlvantage ev^ry p^ct 
May a3 you'd wisb &MOceeid* 

Your tops you «Mty with litiie paia. 
Rightly reduce m^ tb^e flat plain> 

Of every proper size : 
Then 1^ four angles wifth a Ule^ 
He may r^uo^ wJk) carefidly toil. 

And steady hand ^ppHm. 

Your bottoms nesAoi knoflfess ^r^ 

Whose straight grain'd piankd y^omcjhuse with care, 

And cut with sloping skill : 
For thus you save your wood, though saw 
Uneven breadths, which you may draw. 

For various use at will. 

You need not here the file apply. 
To make the angles smoothly lie. 

Flat plains are us'd alone : 
From the low root your slope begin, 
Which, and the top where join'd, let in. 

Their thickness both be one. 
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Last finish down the whole with reed. 
Which far excels the marshy breed 

Of plants, for roughest skin 3 
Though be your joints well formed and glued. 
And well adapted alt your wood, 

E'er the fine work begin. 



And now wi 
Of angling, 

That tl 
Thanks ! g( 
And thou, f^ 

Thy lit 
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